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Letter from Chandler Goule
CEO, NAWG

Dear NAWG Officers, State Executives, and Board of Directors, 

The NAWG team and I started the year off actively working on  
association priorities including Proposition 65, Farm Bill reauthoriza-
tion, NAFTA, crop insurance among others. In January, Former  
President Gordon Stoner spoke at the Nebraska Wheat Growers 
Association annual meeting, where he provided an update on the 
timeline and status of the 2018 Farm Bill, NAWG’s priorities for the 
legislation and NAWG’s recent activities.  

Also in January, NAWG’s Federal Relations Coordinator Craig  
Berning spoke to the Kentucky Small Grain Growers Association on 
NAWG’s activities and the 2018 Farm Bill. Toward the end of the 
month, the business community organized a NAFTA Social Media 
Day, where agriculture organizations were encouraged to  
participate by tweeting/posting about NAFTA using the hashtag 
#NAFTAWorks.  In addition, NAWG joined the Americans for 
Farmers & Families coalition, which is comprised of 30 organiza-
tions representing growers, refiners, producers, transporters, retailers 
and consumers.  Lastly, the National Wheat Foundation officially 
launched the 2018 National Wheat Yield Contest.   

We kicked off February with the 2018 Winter Meeting. NAWG’s 
committees had successful meetings during this time, including the 
board of directors. Catherine Hanaway and Natalie Holden from 
Husch Blackwell spoke to the Board and provided in-depth  
information on Proposition 65. Moreover, several committees invited 
speakers from Capitol Hill to provide updates on NAWG priority  
issues. Moreover, Montana Senator Steve Daines (MT-R) was  
officially recognized as the 2017 Wheat Leader of the Year. We con-
cluded Ferbaury with a very succsessful Commodity Classic held in 
Anaheim, California.

In other great news, the Illinois Wheat Association joined NAWG as 
an associate member becoming the 21st affiliated state association. 

Laslty, at the end of March, the National Wheat Improvement Com-
mittee Fly-In was held in Washington, D.C. In addition, Chief Agri-
cultural Negotiator Gregg Doud held a roundtable event at the end 
of March to discuss trade issues facing our nation’s producers and 
agribusinesses, which was attended by 18 agriculture organizations

Thank you for all your support and please don’t hesitate to reach out 
to me with any question.

Sincerely,



Regular Communications, 
Outreach, and Partnerships

NAWG kicked off the FY2017-2018 third quarter with its annual Winter Conference with U.S. 
Wheat. The 2018 Conference was very productive and included more than 100 congressional meetings 
and robust committee discussions covering a range of topics including the 2018 Farm Bill, NAFTA 
renegotiation, trade, and new plant breeding innovation.

During the conference, the National Wheat Foundation held a Wheat 102 educational event for the 
Administration, Congressional Members, and their staff on Capitol Hill. The purpose of the event was 
to highlight the expansiveness of the wheat value chain and its impact on economy. The Wheat 102 
participants included the American Bakers Association, American Seed Trade Association, Associa-
tion of Equipment Manufacturers, BASF, Bayer, BNSF Railway, CropLife America, Farm Credit  
Council, Flowers Foods, Food Marketing Institute, General Mills, Grain Foods Foundation,  
Monsanto, National Wheat Foundation, North American Millers’ Association, Texas A&M Universi-
ty, Syngenta, U.S. Custom Harvesters, U.S. Wheat Associates, Wheat Foods Council, Wheat Market-
ing Center, and Wheat Quality Council. 

USDA Deputy Secretary Censky and Senate Ag Committee Chairman Pat Roberts walked through 
the event during a special preview. Additonally, the event had a lot of media converage, including on-
site interviews by AgriPulse and RFD-TV. 

In other big news, on February 27, 2018,  Judge William Shubb of the U.S. District Court for the East-
ern District of California issued a preliminary injunction prohibiting California from implementing its 
“false and misleading” Prop 65 labeling requirement for glyphosate. Our win had great media coverage, 
including an editorial piece in the Wall Street Journal which NAWG helped produce with the WSJ 
editorial team. The coalition also officially launced www.FIXPROP65.com highlighting the case and 
our role in it.

Leading up to the win, NAWG Past President Gordon Stoner conducted interviews with RFD-TV, 
Energy & Enivronment Publication, Brownfield Ag Network, Reuters, and Wall Street Journal to 
dicuss NAWG’s position on the case.

During the third quarter, NAWG CEO Chandler Goule and President Gordon Stoner also had print 
and radio interviews regarding trade, particulary possible withdrawl from NAFTA and the new TPP. 
Major outlets included Brownfield Ag Network, Bloomberg Chicago, Capital Ag Press,  KVRN, RFD-
TV, and WNAX. Additionally, The Hill asked NAWG to submit an opinion editorial on the impact 
that the new TPP-11 would have on agriculture. NAWG Treasurer Dave Milligan and U.S. Wheat 
Secretary-Treasurer Doug Goyings by-lined the piece titled “Eating Away at Our Trade Defenses.”

Next, the National Wheat Foundation’s former Chairman Phil McLain carried out his on-farm in-
terview for the Success Files documentary piece. Filming took place in late February on Ron Rubin’s 
farm in Brawley, CA. 

Located in Anaheim, CA, the third quarter finished with a very successful Commodity Classic.During 
the 2019 Commodity Classic, NAWG/NWF held a press conference where Past President Gordon 
Stoner provided updates from NAWG and Former Chairman Phil McLain provided updates from The 
Foundation. Steve Joehl, Director of Research & Technology for NAWG, rounded off the panel with 
an overview of the 2018 National Wheat Yield Contest and the new quality component. NAWG CEO 
Chandler Goule moderated the press conference. 
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 NAWG second Quarter Press Releases
January 03, 2018 NEWS RELEASE: Attorneys General from Across U.S. Take Action Against Califor-

nia’s Flawed Prop 65 Regulation on Glyphosate

January 04, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: Wheat Farmers Experience Extreme Winter Conditions Calling 
for Swift Reauthorization of the Farm Bill

January 17, 2018 NWF PRESS RELEASE: 2018 National Wheat Yield Contest Launches to Showcase 
Greater Grain

January 20, 2018 NAWG PRESS RELEASE: NAWG President: Government Shutdown Has Implica-
tions for Wheat Farmers Across the Country

January 23, 2018 NAWG/USW Joint Release: TPP-11 Puts U.S. Wheat Exports at Risk

January 25, 2018 NAWG/USW PRESS RELEASE: Wheat Organizations from the U.S., Canada, and 
Mexico Call for Successful NAFTA Agreement

Janaury 30, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: NAWG CEO Responds to State of the Union Address

February 06, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: Illinois Wheat Officially Joins the National Association of Wheat 
Growers

February 08, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: NWF Announces Wheat Value Chain Education Event on Capitol 
Hill

February 09, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: Wheat Growers Name Montana Senator Steve Daines as Wheat 
Leader of the Year

February 12, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: NWF Congratulates Foundation Board Director on New Role at 
ASA

February 12, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: President’s FY2019 Budget Calls for Disappointing Cuts to USDA 
and Key Farm Bill Programs

February 19, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: National Ag Coalition Taking California to Court Tuesday Over

February 27, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: Federal Judge Rules in Favor of Agriculture Coalition’s Request to 
Halt California’s ‘False and Misleading’ Prop 65 Labeling of Glyphosate

February 27, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: NAWG Applauds Senate Confirmation of Bill Northey to be Under 
Secretary of Agriculture for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services

March 01, 2018 JOINT RELEASE: Steel, Aluminum Tariffs Raise the Risk of Retaliation Against U.S. 
Agriculture

March 05, 2018 PRESS RELEASE: NAWG and the National Wheat Foundation Named New Board 
Officers at the 2018 Commodity Classic

March 05, 2018 JOINT RELEASE: NAWG AND U.S. Wheat Applaud the Senate Confirmation of 
Gregg Doud to be Chief Ag Negotiator at USTR

March 07, 2018 JOINT RELEASE: Wheat Organizations Ask USTR to Work Toward Re-Joining TPP 
to Prevent Serious Revenue Loss



Farm Bill, Ag Appropriations, 
Transportaion, and Tax

January to March marked another busy quarter. NAWG was active in continuing to advocate for Farm Bill pri-
orities through engaging Members of Congress, the media, and Administration officials. In January, NAWG held 
its Winter Board Meeting in DC with much of the discussion focused on the Farm Bill and discussion of various 
proposals that have been offered by Members of the House and Senate. At the Winter Board Meeting, NAWG 
Board members canvassed Capitol Hill expressing the needs of wheat farmers in the upcoming Farm Bill. The 
discussions that were held were followed up on a few weeks later in Anaheim, California, at Commodity  
Classic. In addition to Farm Bill discussion, the Domestic and Trade Policy Committee updated policy  
resolutions in preparation for the upcoming year. 

This first part of the year also included a lot of appropriations activity culminating in an omnibus appropria-
tions bill passing on March 23rd, 2018. The omnibus increased discretionary spending on the ag component of 
the bill by $2.1 billion. Along with the passage of this omnibus, a fix to the Section 199A tax deduction was 
included which restored a similar competitive balance to what existed prior to enactment of the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act. In addition to the omnibus, a disaster package was passed that provided some additional baseline for 
the Farm Bill. 

Heading into the upcoming quarter, NAWG anticipates action will pick up on the Farm Bill and that our com-
mittees and board will be active. 

2018 FARM BILL DEVELOPMENT 
NAWG has continued to participate in an informal Farm Bill Coalition, which is comprised of the major agri-
culture organizations in Washington, DC. Meetings have been held within the group to continue to meet and 
refine ideas about how to improve commodity programs, crop insurance, conservation programs, and more. The 
intent of these meetings has been to enable organizations to discuss concerns about current programs, efforts 
the groups have individually been undertaking to develop priorities and laying the ground work for more col-
laboration moving forward. 

In addition, NAWG has continued to meet with offices on Capitol Hill working to improve programs critical 
to our farmers. NAWG staff have been regularly engaged with the House and Senate Agriculture Committees, 
as well as the staff of members of those committees. Both committees have continued to express that they are 
working on their bills and that they plan to have a Farm Bill this year. Some dynamics have changed in the Farm 
Bill due to a Disaster Bill passing on February 9th. This disaster bill defined seed cotton as a covered commodity 
eligible for Title 1 programs. In addition, it made changes to the dairy program and lifted the $20 million annual 
cap on all livestock insurance. These changes increased the Farm Bill baseline by over $1 billion. Still, with ex-
piring provisions that need funding, as well as stakeholders asking for more spending on programs throughout 
the bill, the budget is very tight for the Farm Bill reauthorization process. 

CROP INSURANCE COALITION ACTIVITIES 
NAWG staff continue to participate in activities of a broad crop insurance coalition comprised of most of the 
national agricultural organizations as well as groups representing crop insurers and other stakeholders in the 
agricultural industry. The coalition has been very active in targeting congressional offices that have no voting 
record on crop insurance. In meeting with these offices, the coalition has explained the importance of the cur-
rent structure of crop insurance, attacks that will likely be brought against crop insurance, and offered to serve 
as a resource throughout the Farm Bill process. The hope is that this groundwork can defeat amendments that 
would harm the integrity and structure of the crop insurance program. 

FY 2017/2018 AGRICULTURE APPROPRIATIONS/BUDGET 
This was a busy quarter for appropriations and budget activity.  A disaster package bill was passed on February 
9th, 2018 that provided new funding for the Farm Bill. The disaster bill provided $2.4 billion in aid to  
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farmers hurt by hurricanes and made additional improvements to existing USDA disaster programs for livestock 
producers, fruit growers and others. These changes were retroactive to the beginning of 2017. The Disaster Bill 
also made seed cotton eligible for Title 1 programs as well as changes to the dairy programs.  By including this 
designation, new baseline is established for the Farm Bill, and it also resolves a major issue with cost  
implications that would’ve had to of been addressed through the Farm Bill.  

On February 12th, President Trump released his FY2019 Budget request which reduced the budget for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture by 16 percent from the 2017 enacted level. The FY2019 Budget would establish a 
$500,000 limitation for crop insurance eligibility, reduce the average premium discount in the crop insurance 
program by 14 percentage points, and establish a cap of 12 percent for underwriting gains for crop insurance 
companies. Combined, these policies would cut over $24 billion from the crop insurance program over 10 years. 
Going back several Administrations, the President’s budget request is rarely enacted, but NAWG expressed 
disappointment in the budget, particularly as the budget request serves as a signal of the Administration’s policy 
priorities. NAWG’s message to lawmakers has emphasized the importance of the current structure of crop 
insurance and our conservation priorities. 

Additionally, on March 23rd Congress passed the FY 2018 Omnibus Appropriations Bill which increased  
discretionary spending for the Ag component of the bill by $2.1 billion over the FY 2017 enacted level to $23.3 
billion. The agreement provided $1.202 billion for the Agricultural Research Service and rejected the President’s 
budget request regarding the termination of research programs, redirection of programs, and closure of research 
stations. Following lobbying from NAWG and the National Wheat Improvement Committee, funding increases 
were provided for small grains genomics, falling numbers research, and the U.S. Wheat and Barley Scab Initia-
tive. FSA’s farm ownership and operating loan programs were maintained at FY 2017 levels and is expected to 
meet demand for the reminder of this fiscal year. Language was also included in the bill to prohibit the use of 
funds to close FSA county offices and to help fill staffing needs at FSA. Lastly, a fix was included for the 199A 
tax issue that arose from the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act which was retroactive to the beginning of the year.  

TRANSPORTATION 
NAWG has continued to participate as part of the Rail Customer Coalition (RCC), Ag Transportation  
Working Group, Rebuild Rural Coalition, the Waterways Council Inc., and other independent efforts on several  
issues.  NAWG has also continued to participate as part of BNSF’s Ag Rail Business Council, which gathers 
twice a year and includes staff and farmer representatives from several agriculture organizations and farmer 
leaders from various regions of the country. BNSF has sought out input from the countryside about rate and 
service issues and conversely also communicates to the participants business updates. 

TAX REFORM 
Throughout November and December, Congress moved quickly on a tax reform bill call the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act, and passed a final bill in the Senate on December 19th with a 51-48 vote and the House on December 20th 
with a 224-201 vote. President Trump then signed the bill into law on December 22nd. The new tax law took 
effect in 2018 with the IRS in the process of developing guidance on how provisions will be implemented. 

One of the largest issues in the tax bill concerned the Section 199A deduction that was included in the bill ini-
tially. The new 199A deduction in the tax reform package was structured in a way where it gave a  
competitive advantage to farmers who sold their grain to cooperatives. NAWG was actively engaged in making 
sure that a farmer voice was included in the discussion of a fix to the 199A deduction. At Commodity Classic, 
the board approved a policy that states “NAWG understands the benefits & opportunities offered by Section 
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199A, but opposes any tax law that does not maintain the previous competitive balance between cooperatives, 
other agricultural businesses, and the farmers who sell their crops to them, which existed prior to enactment 
of the tax reform bill.” The Section 199A issue was resolved in the March 22nd omnibus with a solution that 
restored the competitive balance that existed prior to the enactment of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 

WHEATPAC 
During this last quarter, the WheatPAC was active. In February at Commodity Classic, the President’s Recep-
tion and WheatPAC Auction was held which brought in over $40,000 which will be used to support congres-
sional leaders who will be champions on issues of importance to wheat farmers. This past quarter we were also 
able to attend events for Senator Deb Fischer (R-NE), Senator Steve Daines (R-MT), Senator Tina Smith (D-
MN), and Congressman Frank Lucas (R-OK). The upcoming quarter will be a busy quarter for the WheatPAC 
as we head into the midterm election year and full speed ahead on the Farm Bill reauthorization process. Sup-
port of the WheatPAC provides funds and an opportunity for outreach directly to congressional candidates who 
are pro-wheat and pro-agriculture. 



Fa

Environment and 
Renewable Resources

The NAWG Environment and Renewable Resources (ERR) Committee met twice during the third 
quarter, focusing much of the discussion on the conservation programs of the next farm bill.  The 
committee heard from representative of both the House and Senate Agriculture Committee’s majority 
and minority staff. The discussion shed light on the ideas of the Senators, Members of Congress and 
staff were developing for the Farm Bill, including the proposed consolidation of the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program and the Conservation Stewardship Program.  The committee also  
discussed several conservation “marker bills” that have been introduced.  These bills indicate policy 
that might be included in the Farm Bill. 

The ERR Committee also reviewed NAWG resolutions and discussed several pesticide issues. 
NAWG is engaged in two pesticide lawsuits, one as lead plaintiff challenging the labeling of Glypho-
sate as a carcinogen in the state of California and one as part of an Amicus Brief (friend of the court) 
supporting the continued availability of two neonicotinoids – Clothianidin and Thiamethoxam.  A 
lawsuit was filed against the EPA for not undergoing Endangered Species consultation on the  
registration of Clothianidin and Thiamethoxam and the court is considering the validity of the EPA 
registrations of these products.  Clothianidin is NipsIT and Thiamethoxam is Cruiser and Cruiser 
Maxx. 

Endangered Species Act consultation for pesticide registration is an ongoing issue and NAWG has 
been seeking a workable process to ensure continued access to crop protection tools.  Under the  
Endangered Species Act, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) should consult with the  
Department of Interior’s Fish and Wildlife Service and the Department of Commerce’s National  
Marine Fisheries Service on potential impacts to threatened and endangered species and their habitat.  
Finding a workable solution to the consultation process is important to avoid continued legal  
challenges to EPA registered pesticides. 

Neonicotinoids are also undergoing regular registration review at EPA and NAWG has been develop-
ing comments for an open comment period to highlight the importance of neonicotinoids and seed 
treatments for wheat growers.  Examples of use and real world scenarios are important to  
demonstrate to EPA how treated seeds are used and the benefits to wheat growers.  NAWG has also 
been working with the American Seed Trade Association on stewardship messaged related to treated 
seeds.  EPA and some state agencies are looking into the consumption of treated seeds by wildlife, 
especially birds.  Proper handling of treated seeds and cleaning up or covering up seed spills is  
encouraged. 

Chlorpyrifos was also an issue of discussion by the ERR Committee.  Chlorpyrifos has been listed by 
California under Prop 65 as a known carcinogen.  Senator Udall (New Mexico) introduced legislation 
in the U.S. Senate to ban the use of Chlorpyrifos and the Senator is also surveying food companies 
asking if they know if the food they source was treated with Chlorpyrifos.  NAWG is working with a 
coalition to address these issues and will provide additional updates. 

NAWG’s most recent actions on glyphosate focus on the ongoing lawsuit.  In February, the court 
accepted our request for a stay in the labeling requirement set to go into effect in July 2018.  Under 
Prop 65, products containing glyphosate residue would be required to be under a yet to be determined 
threshold level or be labeled as known to the state of California to cause cancer.  In December 2017, 
NAWG asked the courts for a preliminary injunction and oral arguments were heard in mid  
February.  The court quickly agreed, issuing a temporary injunction stating “As applied to glyphosate, 
the required warnings are false and misleading.”  And “[Given] the heavy weight of evidence in the 
record
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that glyphosate is not in fact known to cause cancer, the required warning is factually inaccurate and 
controversial.”

The committee also discussed dicamba and ongoing state-based regulations impacting the timing 
and use of dicamba.  EPA actions added restricted use pesticide requirements, but state regulatory 
agencies are also adding restrictions on how dicamba is used.  NAWG is monitoring these issues for 
potential impact on the use of dicamba on wheat. 

NAWG continues to participate in Field to Market: the Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture, serving 
on the Board of Directors and several committees.  Field to Market with agriculture supply chains,  
facilitating the use of the FieldPrint Calculator.  In March, the National Wheat Foundation was 
invited to speak at two General Mills FieldPrint project meetings in Kansas.  General Mills, ADM 
and Agrible have a project focused on wheat throughout Kansas. Growers involved in the project met 
in Garden City and Hutchinson in to get an update on the project, compare results and share infor-
mation.  NWF spoke about the Soil Health Project and requested interested growers reach out to 
NAWG/NWF staff.  NWF joined the Soil Health Partnership last fall, and is seeking growers inter-
ested in participating in an on-farm network of growers testing soil health practices.  NWF’s involve-
ment is a result of a grant from the General Mills Foundation. 

The NWF also participated in the Soil Health Summit in January.  The summit is an annual event of 
the Soil Health Partnership. The event brings together all the growers participating in the on-farm  
research network for education sessions and updates on aggregated, ammonized data results. NWF 
also attended the No-Till on the Plains annual meeting in Wichita in January.  The even focuses on 
education sessions, reporting on research, success stories and farmer to farmer learning of efforts to 
improve soil health and productivity. 



Research and Technology

NATIONAL WHEAT IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE FLY IN & ADVOCACY, MARCH 18-20, 
2018 
Representatives from the National Wheat Improvement Committee (NWIC) met with wheat indus-
try stakeholders and federal congressional members during its annual Washington, DC Fly-In.  The 
goal of the NWIC is to maintain an adequate wheat supply for the country and insure the United 
States is a reliable source of premier quality wheat on the world market.  The NWIC members are 
tasked with keeping its stakeholders and congressional offices updated on wheat research efforts and 
to raise awareness on current and future issues that affect the production and sale of wheat in foreign 
and domestic markets.  The NWIC is comprised of 24 members representing regional public and 
private sector researchers, growers and the food processing industry. 

The Fly-In was held March 18-20, 2018, with excellent participation by the wheat researchers & 
growers within the Committee.

The goal of the NWIC is to maintain an adequate food supply for the country and to maintain the 
United States as the source of premier quality wheat on the world market.  By enhancing the federal 
and land grant research efforts to address current and future issues that affect the production of qual-
ity wheat in the United States, the wheat industry can remain vibrant.  The NWIC is comprised of 24 
members representing regional public and private sector researchers, growers and the food processing 
industry.  

Specific Appropriations Requests from the NWIC:

1. Maintaining and/or increasing the funding levels for NIFA Hatch Act (at least $243.7 Mil-
lion), Smith-Lever Formula Grants (at least $300 Million) and Agriculture and Food Research 
Initiative (at least$375 Million) in the FY2018 and FY2019 Agriculture Appropriations bills.

2. Increase of $1.3 million for the US Wheat and Barley Scab Initiative (USWBSI) to bring ap-
propriated funding levels to the $10 million authorized in the 2014 Farm Bill

- FY2018 – Additional $1.3 Million increase to bring appropriated funding levels to the $10 

 Million authorized in the 2014 Farm Bill

- FY2019 - Reauthorization of the US Wheat & Barley Scab Initiative (USWBSI) in the 2018   
Farm Bill at $10 Million/year.

3. Funding increase of a total of $2.44 Million for a Small Grains Genomic Initiative in the FY2018 
and FY 2019 Agriculture Appropriations bills to address national genomic and breeding needs 
for US crops.

4. Urges FY 2018 Agriculture Appropriations bill to direct $1 Million to address the issue of finan-
cial losses and potential losses of export markets due to weather-induced poor end-use quality 
as indicated by low Falling Numbers (FN). 
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NAWG SUPPORTS IMPLEMENTING QUALITY INTO NATIONAL WHEAT YIELD  
CONTEST 
At the request of wheat grower leaders across NAWG and U.S. Wheat Associates, the National 
Wheat Foundation Board has directed the Wheat Yield Contest to include “wheat quality” as a 
central component in its structure. The Wheat Yield Contest will test grain from each Contest entry 
starting in 2018. Samples will be analyzed to determine the quality of wheat produced under high 
yield management practices used in the Wheat Yield Contest. NAWG agrees it is imperative to bring 
quality top of mind to all wheat growers, and the NWF believes quality is a necessary part to deter-
mine Contest winners. It is also imperative to provide feedback to each grower on the wheat quality 
achieved from the management practices used in the entry. In 2018, the submission of grain sample 
will be a requirement to qualify for national recognition by any grower entry.

The National Wheat Foundation has formed a Contest Advisory Council consisting of 12 industry 
experts on wheat quality to address the long-term strategy involving quality testing in the Contest. 
(Council members include Janice Cooper, Wheat Marketing Center; Dave Green, Wheat Quality 
Council; Wayne Hurst, ID Wheat Grower & NWF Chairman; Joe Kjer, KS Wheat Grower and NWF 
Board; Kevin Kephart, Indigo Ag; Jennifer Archer, BASF; Jeff Koscelny, WestBred; Romulo Lollato, 
KSU Wheat Extension Specialist; Reuben McLean, Grain Craft Milling; Randy Marten, NWF Board; 
Don Mennel, Mennel Milling; Steve Wirsching, US Wheat Associates.) The project will be completed 
through the summer months of 2018 and communicated to the full NAWG board during the Fall 
Wheat Conference.

Quality is a necessary component of wheat production in order for the grower to maximize the value 
of the grain and improve marketing opportunities. Lack of quality can lead to discounts for farmers 
and diminish demand for wheat in all classes and all markets. 



International Trade

NAWG supported the nomination of Chief Agricultural Negotiator, Gregg Doud who was confirmed 
by the U.S. Senate on March 1st, 2018. Additionally, NAWG participates in regular meetings with 
the CEOs of many of the other national agriculture associations to collaborate on our trade advocacy 
efforts, and we have participated in several coalitions including Farmers for Free Trade as well as 
Americans for Farmers and Families. The following sections will highlight major issues in several key 
trade areas.  

NAFTA 
As of the end of NAWG’s third quarter, a total of seven rounds have been held in the U.S., Canada 
and Mexico. The rounds have included issues without contention and rounds focused on “poison pill” 
proposals. Initially, round 8 was believed to be scheduled for April but was postponed due to a series 
of high level meetings. The agriculture industry continues to push the United States to remain in the 
NAFTA trade agreement, as the threat of withdrawal continues. The message of “do no harm” has 
shifted to “stop the harm” after Mexico purchased wheat from Argentina due to the uncertainty of a 
successful NAFTA 2.0. 

There was talk that an agreement in principle could be revealed in the spring. Reports have said that 
NAFTA is 80% complete according to quotes attributed to U.S. Trade Representative Lighthizer. 
Still, President Trump continues to make statements and tweets using NAFTA as leverage on other 
issues such as immigration. NAWG continues to communicate with and educate key stakeholders 
about wheat’s needs through letters, Hill meetings, and meetings with the Administration, all in col-
laboration with U.S. Wheat Associates.

NAWG and USW continue to participate in meetings with USTR that are both public and for  
confidential advisors on NAFTA issues for wheat growers. NAWG and USW continue to work on a 
fix for grain grading and the varietal registration system in Canada. NAWG continues to participate 
in the North American Food and Ag Trade Dialogue and the Chamber of Commerce to make clear the 
benefits NAFTA has brought to the agriculture sector. 

KORUS 
In late March, U.S.TR Ambassador Lighthizer and South Korea Minister Kim announced that the 
United States and the Republic of Korea have reached an agreement in principle on the general terms 
of amendments and modifications to the United States-Republic of Korea Free Trade Agreement  
(KORUS FTA). The amended deal will boost exports of cars, trucks and auto parts to South Korea 
and the country agreed to lift its cap on imports of U.S trucks and allow the U.S to extend its 25 per-
cent tariff on Korea trucks. Additionally, the amended deal settled the issue of U.S steel and alumi-
num tariffs. 

The Trump Administration has signaled that they will continue pursuing both cases that the U.S. has 
brought against China at the World Trade Organization (WTO). The U.S. requested a panel be  
established twice, guaranteeing a panel will be formed, on the tariff rate quota case for wheat, rice 
and corn. The panel was established in September 2017. Third parties to the case are Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, Ecuador, European Union, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kazakhstan, Republic of Ko-
rea, Norway, Russian Federation, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Ukraine, and Viet Nam.

Steel and Aluminum Tariffs 
On March 1st, it was announced that the United States would impose sweeping tariffs on imports of 
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steel and aluminum. NAWG has repeatedly warned of the risks of retaliation and the precedent set by 
such a policy having serious. consequences for agriculture. 

In response to the tariffs, China announced retaliatory measures against the United States in early 
April, including some agricultural products. 

Shortly after, the U.S. announced a new proposed list of tariffs on imported products, which have not 
yet been implemented.  In response, China announced a long list of products on which they would 
impose tariffs, including a 25 percent tariff on wheat and many other agricultural products.  Should 
the U.S. implement these sweeping tariffs, it is expected that China will respond by implementing 
their own tariffs. 

The administration has made varying statements that they will protect farmers from these tariffs. 
NAWG continues to engage with Congress and the administration on these matters to ensure that 
farmers are protected in this time

Congress 
NAWG has continued to be in regular contact with the Hill about the need to double funding of 
Market Access Program (MAP) and Foreign Market Development Program (FMD) through the 2018 
Farm Bill. This has included meetings with House and Senate Agriculture Committee staff, as well as 
with staff of Members of those Committees. Additionally, NAWG has continued to join with USW in 
participating in activities of the Coalition to Promote U.S. Agricultural Exports. Representative Dan 
Newhouse (R-WA) put together a letter urging for the doubling of MAP and FMD, as he was the lead 
sponsor on a marker bill to do such. 

In addition to work on the Farm Bill, NAWG has also been working on various other strategies to  
ensure the FMD continues to be funded after September 30, 2018. The current Farm Bill expires on 
that date, and because of Congressional budget rules, FMD is not considered to maintain baseline 
moving forward. As such, short of a Farm Bill being enacted, Congress would have to appropriate 
funding for the program, either through an appropriations bill or through a Farm Bill extension.

Food Aid 
NAWG and several other commodities are planning food aid briefings for the farm bill for both the 
Senate and House to help them understand the importance of in-kind food aid products in the Food 
for Peace program. The goal will be to provide a greater understanding of the importance of  
maintaining in-kind food aid and to not make reforms in the farm bill that will allow for greater  
flexibility to use cash/vouchers. 


